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This is the legacy Mrs. Mabel Yap be-
queathed to us. Indeed, | am privileged to
have been touched by the magnificent con-
tributions she has made to our community
through her family. | now join our community
in thanks for her grace and for her noble and
giving presence during her time with us.

—

THE ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION EN-
FORCEMENT AND SOCIAL SECU-
RITY PROTECTION ACT OF 2005

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, the past several
months have seen an almost unprecedented
focus in this body on the extremely important
issue of homeland security. Just a few weeks
ago, we passed the National Intelligence Re-
form Act, a landmark piece of legislation to
overhaul our intelligence agencies. But, as |
noted at that time, the bill unfortunately did not
go far enough in addressing the major security
vulnerability presented by the porous nature of
our borders.

So as we continue to address the issue of
border security, | am proud to be an original
co-sponsor of Chairman SENSENBRENNER’s
legislation to complete the San Diego border
fence, and ensure that illegal immigrants are
unable to receive drivers’ licenses, something,
| might add, already prohibited in my home
state of California.

But in addition to these important steps that
will soon be taken, | rise to ask for the support
of my colleagues for an illegal immigration
control plan that | am pleased to introduce
today. The plan is the brainchild of T.J.
Bonner, the President of the National Border
Patrol Council, and a 26-year veteran of the
Border Patrol who still serves with them today.
T.J. believes that our proposal will eliminate
up to 98 percent of the illegal border crossings
into the United States.

T.J. and | share the belief that for any pro-
posal to stop illegal immigration to be suc-
cessful, it must get at the root cause of what
attracts illegal immigrants to our country—and
that is the lure of economic opportunity and
the ease with which illegal workers can find
jobs. Under the Bonner Plan, we will dramati-
cally increase the enforcement of laws which
prohibit American businesses from employing
illegal immigrants. Regrettably, too many em-
ployers have been unwilling to comply with the
law. The growing availability of counterfeit
identity documents has also undermined the
current system because employers are in-
creasingly unable to establish the authenticity
of documents presented by job applicants.

Our legislation adds new features to the So-
cial Security card to deter counterfeiting and
make it easier for employers to determine
whether a card is genuine by including a
digitized photo of the cardholder on the card.
The improved Social Security card will also be
encoded with a unique electronic encryption
code to allow employers to verify each pro-
spective applicant’s work eligibility status prior
to hiring, through either an electronic card-
reader or a toll-free telephone number. Em-
ployers will face stiff federal fines of $50,000
and up to 5 years in prison if they hire an ille-
gal immigrant or choose not to verify a pro-
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spective employee’s work eligibility. The em-
ployer would also be required to reimburse the
government for the cost of deporting the illegal
immigrant.

With the improved Social Security card and
national verification system, employers will
have no excuse for hiring illegal immigrants.
By eliminating the supply of jobs for illegal
workers, we will end the incentive for illegal
immigrants to enter the United States because
they will know that they will be unable to make
a living here.

Legal workers will only need to update their
Social Security card once, to have their photo
placed on the card and for other long-overdue
anti-fraud measures to be applied. A worker
would only need the updated Social Security
card when applying for a new job. | want to
make it very, very clear that this proposal
does not represent the creation of a national
identification card. This bill strictly prohibits the
use of the Social Security card as a national
ID card, and stipulates that the card not be re-
quired to be routinely carried on one’s person.
Social Security cards are often already re-
quired to be provided to new employers; the
changes we are proposing to the Social Secu-
rity card take us no further down the road of
creating a national ID card.

Finally, the Bonner Plan also puts teeth into
the new enforcement procedures by calling for
the addition of 10,000 new Homeland Security
officers whose sole responsibility will be to en-
force employer compliance with the law.
These new agents will free up the rest of the
Border Patrol to exclusively focus on border
enforcement and terrorism prevention.

Mr. Speaker, | do not stand here today to
tell the rest of the world that we intend to limit
opportunities for the American dream to be ful-
filled. But if foreign nationals wish to come to
the United States, they must, as Governor
Schwarzenegger said, “play by the rules,” and
we must make clear that there will be no eco-
nomic opportunity for anyone who enters this
country illegally. | look forward to continuing to
work with my colleagues in this effort, and
hope they will consider joining me as we take
action on this vital national security priority.

—

ENSURING COLLEGE ACCESS FOR
ALL AMERICANS ACT

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, since 1973, the
Pell Grant program has been the backbone of
making higher education affordable in the
United States, with more than five million stu-
dents receiving nearly 13 billion dollars in aid
this year alone. Unfortunately, President Bush
recently made a change to student aid policy
that will cut more than $300 million in federal
scholarships to low- and moderate-income col-
lege students for the 2005-06 school year. As
a result, 1.3 million students will have their
Pell Grant scholarships either reduced or
eliminated.

Current law allows students and their fami-
lies to deduct state and local taxes when cal-
culating how much income they have available
to pay for the cost of higher education. This
recent Bush update changes the way families
calculate these deductions, and as a result,
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1.3 million students will have their Pell schol-
arships reduced or eliminated. In essence, the
change would make it appear that families
have more money available to pay for tuition,
decreasing the amount of Federal student aid,
as well as other need-based aid for which
families are eligible.

This is why | am introducing legislation
along with Representative TiM BISHOP to re-
verse the $300 million Pell scholarship cut.
Specifically, our bill would prevent any student
from having his or her federal Pell Grant eligi-
bility amount reduced as a result of the recent
changes to student aid. This would enable the
Department of Education to fine tune the eligi-
bility calculation without hurting students and
families who rely on these scholarships to pay
for college.

Today, education is more important than
ever to solving the most pressing problems of
our communities and the country. We must do
everything possible to help American students
attend college.

————

RECOGNIZING THE ACTIVITIES OF
MRS. RUTH WILLNER

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to rec-
ognize an extremely active and dedicated
woman, Mrs. Ruth Willner for her contributions
to the Monterey Park Democratic Club. In ad-
dition to working and raising two children, Mrs.
Willner has still found the time to be very in-
volved in her community.

Many groups in the Los Angeles area are
fortunate to count Mrs. Willner as one of their
members. However, the time that she has
contributed to the Monterey Park Democratic
Club is especially remarkable. Mrs. Willner
has been a Monterey Park Democratic Club
member for nearly 40 years.

In addition to being a member she also as-
sumed the role of the club’s Newsletter Editor
and has held that position for the past 20
years. For the past two decades, she has
served as the newsletter’'s only reporter, writer
and editor. Her work played an integral role in
keeping members up to date and in touch.

In December, Mrs. Willner produced her last
newsletter for the club and retired as the
Newsletter Editor. Although she will relinquish
her position, her hard work and devotion will
not be forgotten. Her commitment and drive is
an inspiration to us all.

———

TRIBUTE TO RAMON BUTLER AND
COREY JONES

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to a pair of heroes whose courage
has served as an inspiration to many in South
Florida during this past holiday season.

Shortly after 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2004, an unattended candle sparked a
flame that engulfed a home in the City of
Miami Gardens, FL; fourteen-year-old Ramon
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